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SUBJECT: KGB CHIEF SPEAKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, DISSENT, AND EAST- WEST 
INFORMATION FLOW 

1. SUMMARY: KGB CHIEF AND POLITBURO MEMBER YURIY ANDROPOV, IN 
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HIS ELECTION SPEECH OF JUNE 9 GAVE A FORTHRIGHT EXPOSITION OF 
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SOVIET NEGATIVE ATTITUDES TOWARD HUMAN RIGHTS AND DISSENT AND ON 
CONTACTS AND INFORMATION FLOW BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. HE REJECTED 
THE RIGHT OF DISSENT FROM THE ACCEPTED LINE WITHIN THE COUNTRY 
AND PORTRAYED THOSE IN THE WEST PUSHING FOR A FREER FLOW OF 
INFORMATION AND IDEAS AS TRYING TO UNDERMINE THE SOVIET SYSTEM 
AND PORTRAYED THOSE IN THE WEST PUSHING FOR A FREER FLOW OF 
INFORMATION AND IDEAS AS TRYING TO UNDERMINE THE SOVIET SYSTEM 
WITH "SUBVERSIVE' 1 , BOURGEOIS IDEOLOGY. HE IN EFFECT EXCLUDED 
HUMANITARIAN AND HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES FROM DETENTE AND SCORNED 
THOSE WHO VIEW THESE AS PLAYING AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE WEST'S 
ABILITY TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT THE PROCESS. OTHER SPEECHES IN 
THE CURRENT "ELECTION"CAMPAIGN HAVE AVOIDED THESE ISSUES, AND 
IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THE MAN IN CHARGE OF INTERNAL SECURITY 
IN THE LEADERSHIP SHOULD ADVANCE SUCH VIEWS. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

HE CLEARLY HAS NOT STRAYED VERY FAR FROM THE GENERAL OPINION 
HELD BY MOST OF THE LEADERSHIP ON THIS QUESTION, PROBABLY IN- 
CLUDING BREZHNEV. HIS EXPOSITIONUNDOUBTEDLY LENDS STRENGTH 
TO THE NOTION IN THE WEST THAT SOVIET COMMITMENTS ON BASKET 
THREE-TYPE ISSUES ARE AT BEST DECEPTIVE AND AT WORST CYNICAL. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. ANDROPOV ATTACKED WESTERN "ENEMIES" WHO QUESTION THE QUALITY 
OF SOVIET "DEMOCRACY" AND CLAIM INFRINGEMENTS OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

IN THE SOVIET UNION. WHILE DECLARING THE EXISTENCE OF "BROAD 
DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS" IN THE COUNTRY, HE SAID THEIR ENJOYMENT 
SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THOSE CITIZENS "WHOSE INTERESTS COINCIDE 
WITH THE INTERESTS OF SOCIETY", AND HE MAKES IT CLEAR THE IT 
IS THE COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERSHIP THAT INTERPRETS WHAT THOSE 
INTERESTS ARE - IN OTHER WORDS, COMPLETE FREEDOM FOR THOSE 
WHO GO ALONG WITH THE SYSTEM. ANDROPOV LEFT NO ROOM FOR 
EXPRESSION OF DISSENT BY TELLING THOSE WHO DO NOT TOE THE 
LINE, "WE SAY DIRECTLY THAT PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE 
INTERESTS OF THE ENTIRE SOCIETY AND OF ALL WORKERS, AND WE 
CONSIDER THIS ENTIRELY JUST." 

3. ANDROPOV SAID THAT "DEMOCRACY" IS NOT ONLY MADE UP OF 
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS BUT ALSO OF "OBLIGATIONS" AND "STRICT 
DISCIPLINE" AND HE CLAIMED THAT THE MASSES THEMSELVES WANT 
LAW AND ORDER AND ADHERENCE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF "SOCIALIST 
MORALITY." HE EMPHASIZED THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS IN 
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THE SOVIET SYSTEM AND SCORNFULLY DECLARED THAT THE PROBLEMS 
OF MILLIONS OF UNEMPLOYED IN THE WEST ARE NOT MITIGATED BY THE 
FACT THAT THEY CAN EXPRESS THEIR OPINIONS IN FRONT OF THE WHITE 
HOUSE OR IN HYDE PARK. 

4. ANDROPOV ALSO HAD A NUMBER OF CHOICE WORDS FOR THOSE IN THE 
WEST ARGUING FOR THE FREER FLOW OF INFORMATION AND IDEAS. HE 
TIED SUCH CONCEPTS DIRECTLY TO WESTERN ATTEMPTS TO UNDERMINE 
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THE "ECONOMIC AND DEFNESE POWER OF THE SOVIET UNION." ANDROPOV 
ATTACKED THE "ENEMIES OF DETENTE" FOR THER METHODS OF "IDEOLOGI- 
CAL SUBVERSION" WHICH ARE ALLEGEDLY AIMED AT BRING "CAPITALISTIC 
MORALS AND CUSTOMS" INTO THE COUNTRY AND SPARKING "ANTI-SOCIAL, 
ANTI-SOCIALIST OCCURRENCES." THE FACT THAT THESE "ENEMIES" 

MASK THEIR AIMS BY EXPRESSING THEIR INTEREST IN "DEMOCRATIZING" 
SOCIALISM SEEMS TO MAKE THEM EVEN MORE DANGEROUS IN ANDROPOV'S 
VIEW, FOR THEIRTRUE GOAL IS TO "UNDERMINE SOVIET POWER FROM 
WITHIN AND LIQUIDATE THE VICTORIES OF SOCIALISM." 

5. ANDROPOV THEN MADE A STONG DEFENSE OF THE NEED FOR CON 
TINUING UNINTERRUPTED THE PROCESS OF DETENTE AND MAKING IT 
IRREVERSIBLE. HOWEVER, HE SEEMED TO LIMIT DETENTE TO THE NEED 
TO AVOID NUCLEAR WAR. UNDER CONDITIONS OF PEACE, AS HE DEFINES 
THEM, THE IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST WILL 
BRING ABOUT BENEFITS FOR THE SOVIET UNION DOMESTICALLY AND 
STRENGTHEN "THE WORLD SOCIALIST SYSTEM AND THOSE FORCES 
FIGHTING FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION AND SOCIAL PROGRESS." HE 
CALLED "ABSURD", HOWEVER, THE CLAIMS OF SOME IN THE WEST THAT 
DETENTE IS BRINGING ONE-SIDED BENEFITS TO THE SOVIETS. 

6. COMMENT: ANDROPOV'S EXPOSITION COULD BE EXPECTED FROM THE 
MAN WHO IS MOST INTERESTED IN INTERNAL SECURITY AND WARDING OFF 
THE EFFECTS OF WESTERN INFLUENCE WHICH COME ABOUT AS A RESULT OF 
CLOSER SOVIET CONTACTS WITH THE WEST. BECAUSE OF HIS POSITION, 

HE HAS BEEN GIVEN THE TASK OF PLAYING THE HEAVY, ALTHOUGH HIS 
VIEWS CLEARLY REFLECT THE GENERAL OPINION HELD BY THE SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP. ANDROPOV DECLARED WESTERN IDEAS TABOO IN THE USSR, 

BUT HE AVOIDED COMMENT ON THE CHANNELS OF TRANSMISSION OF FOREIGN 
IDEAS, UNLIKE MANY PREVIOUS SOVIET WRITINGS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

IN THIS, HE WAS PROBABLY GUIDED BY THE REQUIREMENTS OF SOVIET 
DIPLOMACY IN THE CSCE NEGOTIATIONS. WHAT HE HAS SAID, OF COURSE, 

WILL LEND STRENGTH TO THE POSITIONS OF WESTERN DOUBTERS OF THE 
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VALUE OF THE CSCE NEGOTIATIONS, WHO SEE SOVIET COMMITMENTS ON 
BASKET THREE-TYPE ISSUES AS EMPTY PROMISES WHICH THE CURRENT 
LEADERSHIP WILL INTERPRETE AND MANIPULATE AS IT SEES FIT. 

MATLOCK 
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